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THE ANALYST. 


OBITUARY. 

A. C. CLAUDET. 

The sudden and unexpected death of Mr. A. C. Claudet from pneumonia, on 
January 18, came as a great shock to mining and metallurgical men amongst whom 
he was so well known. For some time he had been suffering with a bad cold, but 
nothing serious was anticipated until about a week before his death, when the cold 
developed into pneumonia. Mr. Claudet was born on June 9, 1855, and was the 
eldest son of the late Mr. Frederick Claudet of London and Cannes, the founder of 
the well-known firm of assayers and metallurgists. He received his technical educa¬ 
tion at the Royal School of Mines, where he took his Associateship in 1878. He was 
an original member of the Institution of Mining and Metallurgy, treasurer since the 
date of its foundation in 1892, president in 1906-1907, and had been one of the 
trustees for a number of years. He served on the Council of the Institute of 
Chemistry and the Faraday Society, and on several other societies, and identified 
himself in every way with scientific progress. He stood in the front rank of British 
metallurgists, and was one of the official assayers to the Bank of England. 

For many years he had taken an active part in the advancement of technical 
education, and was especially interested in the reorganisation of the Royal School of 
Mines, and in the rebuilding and equipment of the new laboratories in connection 
with the Imperial College of Science and Technology. He was one of the most 
influential members of the Executive Committee of the Bessemer Memorial Fund, 
and it was largely due to his influence that this fund was applied to the equipment 
of the Bessemer Laboratory. 

He took the keenest interest in young students, and, in conjunction with Mr. 
Henning Jennings of Washington, established “A Post Graduates’ Grant Fund/’ 
under the auspices of the Institution of Mining and Metallurgy, to supplement the 
scholarships given by that institution to assist graduates to obtain practical experi¬ 
ence in mines and works in different parts of the world ; many young men owe their 
start in their professional career to the assistance thus afforded by his kindly fore¬ 
thought. 

He also identified himself with the Students’ Union at the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, both by giving it his financial support and by personally 
persuading many of his friends to help, and students of the Royal School of Mines 
have lost one of their best friends. 

To those who were brought into touch with him professionally, and still more 
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those who were privileged to number him among their personal friends, his loss 
seems irreparable. He was ever one of the kindliest of men, always looking out to 
lend a helping hand in a quiet, unobtrusive way, either by personal service or finan¬ 
cially in cases of need. Even those who were intimately associated with him never 
knew how many and varied were his activities in the interests of others. He will be 
sadly missed. F. W. Harbord. 



